
Let the Fun Begin!  

Howdy! 

 We are pleased to present a new 

business within International Scuba.  

As you know, Kevin Murphy became 

a PADI Course Director last summer.  

He and Rich are now going to create 

a third leg to the shop.  I will remain 

overseeing the Recreational with Rich 

and in charge of the Professional side  

while Kevin and Rich will oversee 

and run the Technical side of the 

house.  This will include Self Reliant 

Diver, Tech40, Cavern, and now 

Side-Mount Diver. 

You will see the showroom floor 

change a bit to include a Technical 

Ý Apr 7-8 Flower Gardens  

Ý Apr 5-8- Blue Hole Tec 40 

Ý May 12-13  Flower Gardens  

Ý Memorial Day in Cozumel 

Ý Jun 4-5 Flower Gardens  

Ý May -  Cozumel Memorial Day 

Ý May -  Mighty Oõ 

Ý June 3 - Annual Fun Dive Day 

at CSSP  

Ý June  - Flower Gardens  

Ý July - Flower Gardens  

Ý Oct- Cozumel Fun Fest  

New Business Angle 

Have you taken your camera on a dive and 
taken lots of shots and they all come out  
speckled, too blue, washed out, or dark?? 

I bet all of us have had this happen at least 
once and it usually happens on a dive where 
you saw something spectacular.  That always 
stinks.   

Even if we add a strobe or a video light 
doesnõt mean our shots are guaranteed to 
improve as we want. 

So, that said, letõs add a little training to the 
new additions and see where that takes us. 

In the Digi Photo class we are going to spend 
time first working on buoyancy of our bodies 
in new positions that we find ourselves in 
trying to get the great shot.  Once we get 
comfortable with buoyancy, we will add your 
camera housing to the mix and make sure 
our buoyancy is still good. 

We will then add your camera and take 
various shots of things and people underwater 
working on composition, angles, lighting, etc. 

We get to jump out and use one of our com-
puters to take a look at the pictures, make 
corrections and repeat the process. 

Once you are happy with pool time we will 

head to the open water dive site for a 
minimum of two dives. 

You can start with a simple point and 
shoot such as the Coolpix L24 package 
we now have in the shop. 

It is all about capturing memories that we 
can share with folks on the trip and espe-
cially with friends at home who didnõt join 
us. 

We look forward to seeing you soon and 
making your memories even better than 
before. 

Specialty - Digital Photo 
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Where are we diving  

¶ Mar 3 -4 Comal/Travis  

¶ Mar 10 -11 Comal/Travis  

¶ Mar 17 -18 Comal/Travis  

¶ Mar 24 -25 Blue Lagoon  

¶ Mar 31 -1 Blue Lagoon  

¶ Apr 7 -8 Blue Lagoon  

¶  

 

Diving section containing reels, 

clips, side-mount rigs, regulators, 

long and short hoses, gauges and 

lots more. 

Rich and Kevin do their first 

course in Blue Hole New Mexico 

next month . I will be there doing 

some recreational AOW/Deep 

dives and a couple of other dives.  

Since it is Easter weekend we will 

take off on the Thursday since 

most folks have Friday off. 

We are excited to become even 

more full service that before. 
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Discover Scuba 

Dianna Blanco 

Riley Anthony 

Tristan Carpenter 

Tristan Carpenter 

Jeremy Elliott 

Clay Ervin 

Jonathan Joiner 

Rachel McLain 

Noah Adams 

Brad Bateman 

Dani Castro 

Noah Havenar 

Caleb Johnson 

Jacob McBride 

Lochlan Vaughn 

Kurtis Wilson 

Joshua Winter 

Open Water 

Hogan Haldeman 

Richard Persaud 

Breanna Ritter 

Luyi Zheng 

Thomas Ehlinger 

Mar-Andre Kinny 

Kyle Massey 

Jenny Masters 

Brent Masters 

John Metzgar 

Brandon Remley 

Guy Reynolds 

Doug Boss 

Debra Dye 

Krystine Ma 

Sonia Malone 

Monika Sawyer 

Christy Schwall 

William Hadley 

Mohamed Awadin 

Darren Bottorf 

Anuj Narain 

Paul Thomas 

Stacey Whitehead 

Adventure Diver 

Monika Sawyer 

Gary Jean 

Shelley Stewart 

Marnie Simmons 

 

Advanced Open Water 

Antoinette Lizzi 

Arturo Blanco 

Laura Sparks 

Sean Leow 

Shawn Chelf 

Altitude  

Grant Wiscour 

Ginger Wiscour 

Rose Beck 

Maurice McEntyre 

Deep 

Antoinette Lizzi 

Laura Sparks 

Arturo Blanco 

Bassem Mostafa-Elsawy 

Daniel Urtnowski 

Digital Photo 

Arturo Blanco 

Drift  

Arturo Blanco 

Enriched Air 

Paul Thomas 

Richard Persaud 

Stacey Whitehead 

Marc-Andre Kinny 

Gary Jean 

Kevin Parker 

Doug Boss 

Krystine Ma 

Monika Sawyer 

Cindy Chaney 

Mary Wallace 

 

EFR 

Zahide Torresdey 

Mary Wallace 

Jeff Foley  

 

Fish ID  

Arturo Blanco 

Gary Jean 

Marnie Simmons 

Night  

Peak Performance Buoy-

ancy 

Doug Boss 

Krystine Ma 

Monika Sawyer 

 

Self Reliant Diver 

Kevin Murphy 

Diving Milestones and New Divers 

-  Unknown  
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Tec40 Instructor 

Richard Thomas 
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Whatõs Happening 

 

March Spring Break Junior Open Water Diver Course  - SOLD OUT 

 

Tec 40 Course at Blue Hole New Mexico- April 2012 - SOLD OUT 

 

Memorial Day 2012 in Cozumel  - stay at Palace with $500 resort credit 

 

June 16-23 - Cobalt Coast on Grand Cayman  

 

June Junior Open Water Camp 

 

Julyð Carib DancerñBahamas 

 

July Junior Open Water Camp  

 

Flower Gardens: 

Ý Mar 3-4 

Ý Apr 7-8   more to follow 

 

OctoberñCozumel Fun Fest 
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Cozumel Fun Fest - October 2012ñUPDATE!!!!!! 
 Calling All International Scuba 
divers -  

 I've been told that Cayman Air 
is currently in the final stages of 
beginning direct operation from 
DFW to Grand Cayman.  They 
are finalizing their gates and 
plan to begin service in mid-
March.  They will be offering di-
rect flights from DFW to GCM 
for the fantastic price of $400 per 
person, round trip.  This is a 
"screarming deal".   

  

Why not sign up for the Cobalt 
Coast/Dive Tech week planned for 
June 16-23rd right now and take 
advantage of this amazing airfare 
offer !!   For details on this fantastic 
week of diving, please contact me 
directly or go to the International 
Scuba website. 

  

Let's all go to Grand Cayman in 
June !! 

Just wanted everyone to be aware 
that plans for the 2nd annual Fun 
Fest in Cozumel are in the works !  
Our dates at Casa del Mar are 
locked in for October 5-13, 2012.   

We have also added a Mini Fun Fest 
opportunity this year.  For those 
who may not have the ability to 
commit an entire week to Fun Fest, 
we now have pricing for a long 
weekend option.  Mini Fun Fest will 
run from Friday - Monday (Oct. 5th 
- 8th).  Below is the pricing for the 
Mini Fun Fest, which includes 4 
days/3 nights room, 3 days of div-
ing and all inclusive meals and alco-
hol.  A $100 deposit will hold your 
spot. 

 

Standard Room:     
Diver - $499.55   - dbl occ                            
Non Diver - $304.55  - dbl occ                            
Diver - single occupancy - $574.71 

  

Superior Room:      
Diver - $514.13 - dbl occ                            
Non Diver - $319.13 - dbl occ                            
Diver - single occupancy - $588.71. 

  

If can join us for the entire, fun-
filled week, those dates will be Sat-
urday, October 6-13th.  Prices in-
clude 8 day/7 night room, 4 days of 
diving, all inclusive food and alco-
hol. We will be diving, having cos-
tume parties, treasure hunts and ba-
by turtle releases once again. Addi-
tional boat dives and nitrox will also 
be available. We will also be defend-
ing our title for "BEST GROUP 
FLAG", which we won last year - 
check out the winning flag hanging 
above the register at the shop.  Two 
folk in our group also won Best 
Costumes last year as well.  Again, a 
$100 deposit will hold your spot. 

Pricing for the full week of Fun Fest 
is: 

  

Standard Room: 
Diver - $931.96 - dbl occ                             
Non Diver - $691.96 - dbl occ                             
Diver - single occupancy - $ 1125.96  

Superior Room: 
Diver - $965.96 - dbl occ                              
Non Diver - $725.96 - dbl occ                              
Diver - single occupancy - $ 1159.96 

  

We currently have a very limited 
number of round trip airfare slots 
on American Airlines, direct from 
DFW to Cozumel, for the fantastic 
price of $497 round trip. You will 

not find this fare anywhere else.  
These seats are only available 
for the Full weeklong Fun Fest 
stay currently.  You can lock in 
this airfare with a $100 deposit 
as well.  If enough folk are inter-
ested in booking the Mini Fun 
Fest trip, we may look into ob-
taining airfare for this option as 
well. 

 Please consider joining me for 
this FUN filled week in Cozu-
mel - who knows, we may get 
lucky again and see Elvis the 
giant green moray eel and find 
the biggest sea turtle I've ever 
seen in my life !   That's just part 
of what you missed last year ...... 

 

Come dive with me 

Nancy! 

 

 



We have been in your neighborhood for over 12 years serving your 

diving, education, travel, sales, and service needs.  Who better to 

take care of you but a neighbor. 

International Scuba is a 5 Star Instructor Development Center and 

one of only 2 National Geographic Dive Centers in North Texas.  

The stores boast a Platinum Course Director (instructor trainer) 

and over 70 years of experience amongst the group. 

Looking for a change of lifestyleñcome see us we can help! 

2540 Marsh Lane  

 Suite 128 

Carrollton Texas, 75006 

Weõre on the web 

www.internationalscuba.com 

Paddlefish 

Phone: 972-416-8400 

Fax: 972-416-8507 

E-mail: info@internationalscuba.com 

International Scuba  

Getting You There...Starts Here!  

Last weekend at the Texas Dive Show in Aus-
tin, I met an interesting young lady that spe-
cializes in freshwater photography. When I 
told her how much I enjoy our Texas diving 
she showed me something I had never seen 
before. It was a picture of a monster shark like 
fish called a òPaddlefishó. I assumed it was a 
saltwater fish till she told me the picture was 
taken in a river in Tennessee.  I had to learn 
more about this strange looking fish. 

It turns out the Paddlefish is an endangered 
species that is also found in Texas. It goes by a 
couple different names, spoonbill, Spoonbill 
Cat, and Shovelnose Cat. It has been confused 
as being a member of the catfish family but itõs 
not. The mighty Paddlefish has only one other 
relative in the world and it is another Paddle-
fish located in China.  

The Texas Parks and Wildlife website (http://
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/) has a wealth of 
knowledge on Texas Fish. I found this infor-
mation about the Paddlefish on their site. 

Paddlefish grow up to 87 inches (221 cm) long 
- that's over 7 feet long! They can weigh as 
much as 200 pounds, but most are usually 
between 10-15 pounds. Paddlefish have a gray, 
shark-like body with a deeply forked tail, and a 
long, flat blade-like snout (looks like a kitchen 
spatula) almost one third of its body's entire 
length. It opens its huge mouth when feeding. 
Paddlefish resemble sharks not only by shape, 
but by their skeletons as well. Both paddlefish 
and sharks have skeletons made of cartilage, 
not bone. Paddlefish have no scales. Their gill 
cover is long and comes to a point, and they 
have tiny eyes.  

Paddlefish have no teeth and eat by swimming 
through the water with its mouth held wide 
open, scooping up tiny plants and animals in 
the water called plankton. They filter out the 
food with their gill rakers. The underside of 
the paddlefish's "paddle" is covered with taste 

buds (like the ones on your tongue) and proba-
bly helps it to find places where plankton is the 
most abundant. 

Male paddlefish are old enough to spawn when 
they are four to nine years. Females spawn when 
they are 6-12 years old. Spawning season is from 
March through June, when spring rains raise the 
water levels of rivers and water temperatures 
reach 50-60 degrees. Males and females gather 
in schools and release their eggs over gravel or 
sandbars. This is called "broadcast spawning." 
By the end of their first year, baby paddlefish 
grow about 10 to 12 inches. They can live up to 
30 years.  Paddlefish like to live in slow moving 
water of large rivers or reservoirs, usually in 
water deeper than four feet 

The native range of paddlefish includes the 
Mississippi River basin from New York to Mon-
tana and south to the Gulf of Mexico. Histori-
cally in Texas, paddlefish lived in the Red 
River's tributaries, Sulphur River, Big Cypress 
Bayou, Sabine River, Neches River, Angelina 
River, Trinity River, and San Jacinto River.  

Paddlefish are the oldest surviving animal spe-
cies in North America. Fossil records indicate 
that it is older than dinosaurs (300 million 
years). Females may spawn only once every 4 to 
7 years.  

The State of Texas has protected the paddlefish 
since 1977. It is considered a threatened species. 
It is unlawful to catch, kill or harm paddlefish in 
Texas. 

Paddlefish face 
a number of 
problems in 
Texas. They 
need large 
amounts of 
flowing water in 
order to repro-
duce. The con-

struction of dams and reservoirs along Texas 
Rivers decreases water flow and interrupts 
spawning. 

The eggs of paddlefish can be used to make 
palatable caviar. When caviar becomes difficult, 
and expensive, to get from Russia paddlefish are 
often taken illegally (or poached) for their dark, 
edible eggs. 

Paddlefish seldom bite a baited hook, but on 
occasion are "snagged" accidentally by anglers 
using treble hooks. Most often paddlefish are 
caught by using illegal nets, such as gill nets. 

Who wants to go on a Photo Safaris for the 

elusive Paddlefish? The line starts here. Itõs pret-

ty cool that we have exotic and rare fish in our 

own backyard.  

Rich 


